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MEMORANDUM OF UN DERSTANDING

This non-bittding Memorandum of Understanding ("MOU ) is entered into on Seflember 5, 2023

("Effective Date"):

BETWEEN A!! lndia Councll forTechnical Edrcation haring its registered office at Nelson Mandeh

Marg, Vasant Kunj, Neut Delhi - 110070 ("AICTE );

AND Mictosoft Corporatlon lndla Prlvate tlmlte4 a com pany incorporated under the
Companies Act, 1956 having its registered office at 807, Nanr Delhi Ho.se, Barakhamba
Road, Noru Delhi- 110001 and its principal off ice at DLF Doruntorun- Level 8, Block 2, Dl-F

Phase 3, Sector-25-A, Gurugram - 1220(J.2, Haryana ("Mlcrosoft"),

(Com pany and Microsoft together, the "Partles" and each, a "Pafi").

This MOU sets forth the terms applicable to the Partbs discussions related to a potential business

relationship between the Pafties. Unless expressly stated otherwise in Section 11 hereinbelcnru, noterms in
this MOU are intended to be, or shall be interpreted as, being binding uponthe Parties. This MOU is intended
to form a basis of discussion, is subject to due diligence by Microsoft and Company, and does not state all

matters upon which an agreement mtrt be reached before e<ecuting a legally binding, comprehensive
commercial agreement or agreements (each, a 'Definltive Agfeement").

BACKGROUND:

(A) AICTE was set up in November 19.5 as a national-levelApex Advisory Body to conduct a $rrvey on
the facilities arailable for technical education and to promote development in the country in a
coord inated ard integrated manner.

(B) Mlcrosoft Corporation lnda Private limlted is a wholly ollrned subsidiary of Microsoft
Corporation and is a devebper, marufacturer, distributor, and provider of software technologies,
cloud services and other solution technologies.

(C) The Pafties recognise the capabilities and resolrces of each Party and wish to explore and assess

the feasibility of collaborating with each other on the Project (as defined in Section 2).

1. OBJECTIVE

The objective of this MOU is to describe the Parties' current understanding regarding their potential
cooperatbn and collaboration on the Project and to facilitate further discussions related thereto,
including by:

(a) enabling the sharing of relevant informatbn on a confidential basis between the Parties with the
aim of identifying the objectives of each Party in rehtion to the Project, ard the corresponding
capabilities of each Pafty to support the achievement of zuch objectives; ard

(b) setting out the possibh framoarork, working relationships, structure, implementation, and future
com m itments of the Parties in relation to the Project.



2. THE PROJECT

The following project is referred to in this MOU as the "Project".

The objective is to drive skilling and future readiness for the students and educators in the realm of neur

technologies such as Al, Cloud, Data Science, Data Analytics, Security and other areas. This collaboration
would create oppoftunities for student mentorship and build projects that enhance student com petencies

in ne,.rr areas of technology applications.

ln connection with the Project, AICTE and Microsoft may fuilher discuss and explore the follorving:

1. Skills Buildlng Platform: Microsoft learn
Microsoft Learn provides self-paced, digital learning resources to build skills and understanding
of technology. lt is a great resource to complement existing institution courseware and studies
to prepare students for in-demand jobs and Microsoft industry-recognized certifications. The

learning paths available on MS Learn hare interactive sandbox environmentsto provide hands

on opportunities with Microsoft technologies.

Microssft Contribution
o Microsoft m 4r grant access to MS Learn platform which can be integrated on AICTE LMS/

website through MS Learn Catalog APl. More information on this is available at

trtt ps://a ka. m s/ Lea r n LT I a nd https: //a ka. m s/ l- ea r nC atA Pl.

AICTE Contribution
o A technical person from the AICTE team could work on the integration of Microsoft Learn

Catalog API into the existing LMS of the institution.

2. Skills Based Certifications: Microsoft Fundamentals and Role-Based Certificatlons

Mkrosoft ceftificat'rons help validate studentS knoa/edge of technology and potentialto perform

in technology industry jobs. Microsoft r,rculd developed productivity certifkations aligned to
Mkrosoft Fundamental Certifications, as well as Role-Based Certif kations.

Mlcrogoft Contrlbutlon
o Mkrosoft may facilitate onlire curriculum and learning pathways for students

Furdamentals and Role-Based Certifications on MS Learn.

o Microsoft Azrre Developer Community may condrxt viftual sessions for faculty and/or
students to zupport expoq:re to Mkrosoft tmhno@ies.

o Microsoft m ay prwide Microsoft learn for Educators which provides access to curricufum

pathways of official Microsoft learning products for skilling rehted to Microsoft Azrre,

Micrmoft Azrre Data, Mkrosoft Azrre Al, Microsoft Security, Com pliance, and ldentity,

Mkrosoft Dynamics 365 ERB Microsoft Dynamics 365 CRM and Microsoft Foryer Platform

Fundamentals. The eduators of AICTE may join the program in seJf-servke mode and

will have access to multiple resources which will help them in teaching Mkrosoft Cloud

Technologies in the classroom.
. Mkrosoft may alloru AICTE to reference Microsoft's name and logo to promote thb

engagement and Projet on their website and on social media in accordance with srtion
8 of this MOU and additional Microsoft polkies. More information on thb can be given

at: lrttps:/y'www. m ic rosoft .com/en-

us/lega l/i ntellectua I property/trad em arks/usage/logo.aspx



AICTE Cantrlbutlon
o AICTE truould offer Microsoft Fundamentals / Role baed cedification programs for its

students/educators
o AICTE may explore setting up Mkrosoft Certifkation Exam Centers at their Regional

Centers with the help of Cedipoft/Pearson WE. These centres may be set up for locatiors
where vobme site packs for certilicatbns have been procured.

o AICTE would encourage the engineering, management, othe technical institutions to
embrae Microsoft Certifications in their cunicuUm.

o AICTE m ay procure M 365 A3lA5 lkenses to create com munities of texhers and students
and collaborate with them on muftiple projects.

3. SHlla tab on Cloud Mlcrosoft Aznn Leb

Aalre Lab Servkes help universities to create labs whme infrastructure isfulty managed by Aarre.
The seryice handles allthe infrastructure management, from spinning up virtua! machines (VMs)
to handling errors and scaling the infrrtructure. Azure lab Services is designed with thre major
petsonas in m ind: adm inistratos, educators, and students Take advantage of Azure Role- Based
Access Control (RBAQ to grant the right access to the different people in your instiMion

Mlcrosoft Contrlbutlon
o Microsoft mqy guideAlCTE on AzureClorld labs The BJrpose istodesign Azrre Lab Seryices

with three major perconas in mind:administratort educatorc, and students
Microsoft may prwide documentation on creatirp Azure l-ab Phn for the lT administrators of
the AICTE institutions.
Microsoft may provide Azure for students, on terms and conditions available at
htttri//aka.ms/AzrreForStudents, which may give students the ability to staft hrilding apps,
explore Al, and make the most of big data and cloud with additional access to services,
including com Brte, network, storage, and databases.
Microsoft may prwide Azure Han&ook the book has been der,reloped for studentswho are
dweloping applications and servkes on the Microsoft Azure Clord platform. This book help,s

students and take them on 10 practkal projects and strengthen their knoarbdge and
application skills in the realm of Artificial lntelligence, Machine Learnirg and Cognitive seryices
using Cloud.

AICTE Contribultlon

AICIE may subscribe Azrre Lab Services to create labs whose infrastructure b managed [r
Azlre. The seruice itself handles allthe infrastructure management, from spinning up virtual
machines (VMs) to handling errors and scaling the infrastructure.

o AICTE would encu.trage sttdents to avail Azrre for Lab seruices to prepare / practke for
leaming and certifications

o AICTE vrould encourage IT administrators from different institutions to creates Azure Labs phn
for studmts with due $pport of educators Educators specify the number and type of VMs
needed, configures the temphte VM, and adds usersto the clas Once a user regtstes tothe
chs, the user can access the VM to do sercises for the chss. For more information, kind!
v bit htt ps//hbsaal re com /

4. Skllls er$ancement thrcugh Commudty: Azue DwCoporCommunlty

Aatre Developer Community corers a broad rarpe of topics on Azure chud, dareloper toolirp
and industry trends. lf strdents have topks of interest or want to learn Azure, then Microsoft
could get the community operts to deliver sessiors/r,rorkshops in the university.



Microsoft Contributlon

. Microsoft would connect AICTE Team with Azure Dareloper Com munity which can leverage for

ta lksAruebina rslworksho ps.

o Microsoft may organize a global competition - lmagine Cup that pror,rides students a full of

opportunities to gain ne / skills, access exclusive training, unlock mentorship opportunities, and

have a chance to win great prizes and m ake a difference in the urcrld.

AICTE Contrlbtrtion
c AICTE would encourage students to join Azure Developer Community to work on industry

demand cloud skills.

o AICTE would enable exposure of students through lmagire Cup so that students could participate

in real life projects so that they can app! what they have learned.

5. Futurc Ready Talent Prcgrem for students
Mkrosoft would conned AICTE Team with Future Ready Talent Program Team to drive skillirq of

students and viftual mentorship on technology projects contributing to htilding up their
co m petences. More i nf orm ation: htt ps://futurereadyta lent. in/

Mlcrosoft C ontri b ultlon
Microsoft Worldwide Learning Team in lndia would be collaborating with AICTE on this.

AICTE Contribution
AICTE would amplily this program to academic institutions.

The description of the Project and the Parties' anticipated activities set fofth in this Section 2 are intended

merely to delineate the scope of ard capture general concepts and parameters of the potential

collaboration between the Parties. The Parties acknorvledge that the spmifk elements of any

collaboration between the Pafties, inch.rding the respective contributions of each Party, will be reflected

in a Definitive Agreement related to the Project, to the extent any zuch agreement is o<ecuted by the

Padies.

TERM SHEET

Isection om itted intentionallyl

TERM AND TERMINATION

(a) This MOU commences on the Effective Date and continues until the earlier of (i) one (1) year after

the Effective Date, (ii) the Parties' execution of a Definitive Agreement related to the Projet,
(iii)the effective date of termination of this MOU by a Party pursuant to Section4(b), or as

otherwise agreed by the Pafties in a writing signed by both Pafties.

(b) Either Party may term inatethis MOU at any time by provirjing at least thirty (30) d4is' priorwritten

notice tothe other Pafty, with or without cause, and without liability of any kind to the other Party.

(c) Uponterminationof thisMOU,eachPartyuponwritten requestfrom theotherPafty(i)will return

or destroy (in line with the request) all properties (e.9., content, technobgy, software,

documentation and Confidential lnformation (as defined in Section 6 (Confidentiality)) cnamed or

provided by the other Party, and (ii) otherwise has no contiruing duty or obligation to the other

Party, exceptfor any provision of this MOU that survives the expiration ortermination of this MOU

as expressly prcniided herein.

3.



5. EXCTUSUTTY

This MOU b norrerrclusive. Nothing in this MOU restrkts either Party from collaborating or entering
into any agreement with any third party or parties relating to matters within the scope of thb lvlOU or
any other matter.

CONFIDENTIAT]TY

To the extent permitted by applicable laar the o<istence and terms of this MOU, and alldiscussions
between the Parties (or their aff iliates), related to this MOU or a Definitive Agreement are Confidential
lnformation.

The Parties exeo:ted a Non-Dischsrre Agreement on October 1, 2O2O (the "NDA'). The NDA will
go\rern all Confidential Information (a defined in the NDA) excharped betureen the parties in
connection with this MOU.

!NTETTECTUAT PROPERTY

All lntellectual Property, including, hrt not limited to, copyrights, sofhirare and database rights, patents,

trade secrets, trademarts, rights in designs and all other lntellectual Property or other proprietary rig trts

("lntellectua! ProporV) omed by one Party prior to the date of this MOU will continue to be oruned
by that party. All lntellectual Property rights made aiailable by one Party to the other Pady in
connection with thb MOU, or othawbe, will remain the sole property of, and vest in, the first Party or
its lkensors. Neither l%fty will gain, by virtue of thb MOU, any rphts in or to arry lntellectual Property
rights orned by the other Party. Any lntellectual Prope$ rights created by one Party witho.rt use of
or reference to the lntellectual Property rights or Confidential lnformation of the other Pafty will be

and will remain the sole and exclusive propedy of the first Pafty. The Company ackrnwledgesthat only
a written licensing agreement signed by Micrmoft may create a binding liceming agreement betureen
Microsoft and its customers in relation to its software products

JOINT ruBTIC RETAIIONS ACTIV]TIES

The Pafties may participate in press and pblk relations-type activities related to the benefits and their
use of technology associated with thb MOU, including: (a) press and soclal media activities (e.9., press

releases, blog posts, and/or social media posts); (b) cae study and/or storytellirp (e.9., a

document/story written or otheruise shared about a topic swh 6 why Company has chosen
Mkrosoft's technology solutions, how Company is using Micrmoft's technology solutiors as an
enabler, the hsiness bernfits Com pany has realized or anticipates, or horrr Microsoft technologies are

helping Company comply with regulations) and (c) irdustry arents (e.9., speakirp at and/or
demonstrating technology solutions orrstage at industry, Company and/ot Mkrosoft events). All press

and other public communications related to this MOU, incbdirp those rehted to the o<istence or
contmt of thb MOU, issred or otherwise prwided by a Party must be prarkrrs[ mutually agreed upon

I the Parties in each instance in writirg.

RETATIONSHIP OF THE PARTIES

Nothirp in this MOU is intended to establbh or create, ard shall not establish or create, a partneship,

lrint venture or other formal business entity between the Parties, and neither Party ha arry authority
to bind the other in any way. Likeivise, rnthing in this MOU b intended to establish or create, and shall
not establish or create, (1) an agency or partneship relationship between the Parties, or (2) ary other
fiduciary relatiorship between the %rties

COSTSAND O(PENSTS

7.

8.

9.

10.

\Dr-"



Each Party will be responsible for its oltrn costs and €rgenses indivUually irxuned in connection with
this MOU, including, withon limitation, the performance of aqr and all duties or obligatiom set forth
herein.



11. BINDING PROVISIONS

(a) Except as expressly provided in this MOU, (i) this MOU is not intended to create or evidence any
legally binding obligation on any Party, and (ii) any Party may discontinue discussions and decline
to undertake or complete any of the activities described in this MOU at any time in its sole
discretion and without liability to the other Party or any third party, as described in Sections 3 and
4 hereinabove.

(b) The following sections of this MOU will be binding and enforceable against the Parties and will
survive the expiration or termination of this MOU: Sections 3 (Term Sheet), 4 (Term and
Termination), 5 (Exclusivity), 6 (Confidentiality), 7 (lntellectual Property), 8 (joint Public Relations
Activities; last sentence only),9 (Relationship of the Parties), 10 (Costs and Expenses), 11 (Binding
Provisions), .12 (Limitation of Liability), 13 (Foreign Corrupt Practices) and 14 (Governing Law).

(c) Nothing in this MOU obligates a Party to or constitutes a representation by either Party that it will
enter into a Definitive Agreement with the other Party related to the Project.

(d) Company acknowledges that any binding terms related to licensing can only be offered in a

licensing agreement approved in writing by a Microsoft regional operations centre.

12. tIMITATION OF IIABIL]TY

(a) To the fullest extent permitted by law:

i. neither Party is liable for loss of profits, business interruption, loss of business information,
economic loss or any other indirect, incidental, consequential or special loss or damage, even
if the loss or damage was caused, or contributed to, by that Party's negligence or breach of
this MOU;and

ii. each Pafty's total liability to the other Party for any other damage under this MOU is limited
to $5,000 USD.

(b) No limitation or exclusions will apply to liability arising out of a Party's breach of its obligations
described in Section 6 (Confidentiality) of this MOU.

(c) All materials, information, and other items provided by one Partyto the other Party in connection
with this MOU are provided "as is" without warranty of any kind, and each Party disclaims att
warranties, express or implied, with respect to all such materials, information, and other
items.

13. FOREIGN CORRUPT PMCTTCES

Each Party and its respective employees, independent contractors, representatives, or agents shall not
promise, authorise or make any payment to, or otherwise contribute any item of value to directly or
indirectly, any official in each case, in violation of Foreign Corrupt Practice Act, 1977 ("FCPA"), or
Prevention of Corruption Act, '1988 ("PCA") or any other applicable anti bribery or anti-corruption law.
Each Party shall maintain systems of internal controls to ensure compliance with applicable anti-bribery
or anti-corruption law.

14. GOVERNING tAW

This MOU will be governed by the laws of lndia, without regard to conflicts of law principles. Each Party
irrevocably consents to the exclusivejurisdiction and venue of New Delhi for any disputes arising under
or in connection with this MOU.

[Remoinder of the poge is intentionolly left blonk. Signatures on following poge]

')'
C-



This MOU is signed by the Parties as of the Effective Date.

By signing this MOU, I also confirm that I am

authorised to sign on behalf of Company.

v, BY:

Name:

Title:

Date:

Microsoft Corporation lndia Private Limited

By signing this MOU, I also confirm that I am

authorised to sign on behalf of Microsoft.

tb__
(signature)

PRO F. R.AT I V E KUTYIA R
(printed)

IVIENIBER SECR.F TARY, II ICTE,
(printed)

SFPTFN4RFR 4, &oB3
(printed)

REKHA TALLURI
(printed)

CFO, MICROSOFT CORPORATION INDIA PVT LTD.

(printed)

SEPTEMBER 4,2023

[Remoinder of the poge is intentionolly left blonk]

By:

Name:

Title:

Date


